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ascribe to me religious, or rather anti-religious, senti-
ments of their own fabric, but such as soothed their
resentments against the Act of Virginia for establishing
religious freedom. They wish him to be thought atheist,
deeist, or devil, who could advocate freedom from their
religious dictations, but I have ever thought religion a
concern purely between our God and our consciences for
which we were accountable to him, and not to the priests.
I never told my own religion nor scrutinized that of
another. I never attempted to make a convert, nor wish
to change another's creed. I have ever judged of the
religion of others by their lives; and by this test, my dear
Madam, I have been satisfied yours must be an excellent
one, to have produced a life of such exemplary virtue and
correctness, for it is in our lives and not from our words,
that our religion must be read. By the same test, the
world must judge me.

But this does not satisfy the priesthood, they must
have a positive, a declared assent to all their interested ab-
surdities. My opinion is that there would never have
been an infidel, if there had never been a priest The
artificial structure they have built on the purest of all
moral systems for the purpose of deriving from it pence
and power revolts those who think .for themselves and
who read in that system only what is really there. These
therefore they brand with such nicknames as their enmity
chooses gratuitously to impute. I have left the world in
silence, to judge of causes from their effects; and I am
consoled in this course, my dear friend, when I perceive
the candor with which I am judged by your justice and
discernment; and that, notwithstanding the slanders of the
Saints, my fellow citizens have thought me worthy of
trust The imputations of irreligion having spent their
force, they think an imputation of change might now be members of her family.re were, beggingfound one.    They seem'd curious about me,         i
